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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 September 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Clainns 

4) 13 Claim(s) 32-50 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) d Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 32''S0 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8)n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

©)□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 23 September 2004 is/are: a)!3 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the clrawmg(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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1. |3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this ^National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicants' Preliminary Amendment, filed on September 23, 2004, has been 
made of record and entered. In this amendment, claims 1-31 have been canceled, and 
new claims 32-50 have been added. 

Claims 32-50 are now pending in this application. 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Applicants' Priority Document was filed on September 23, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 32-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ryska et al. (U. S. Patent No. 3,893,952). 

Ryska et al. teach a catalyst carrier consisting of a heat-resistant body provided 
with at least one through-going internal channel, the outer as well as the inner surface 
of the body being porous and coated with a firmly adhering catalyst. See col. 1 , lines 
56-60 of Ryska et al. 
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The catalyst carrier body can be provided witti one or more inner channels, which 
can have various shapes. Satisfactory results have been achieved with a cylindrical 
channel arranged coaxially with the outer surface of the cylindrical body. If required, 
one or more further transverse or longitudinal channels, optionally of honeycomb cross- 
section, can be provided. See col. 2, lines 54-60 of Ryska et al. 

According to Ryska et al., it is desired that the bodies should have thin walls, i.e., 
not only the outer walls of the bodies should be thin, but if there are several channels 
provided in the body, the partitions therebetween should have the smallest possible 
thickness. The minimum wall thickness is given by the required mechanical strength of 
the body. The wall thickness should not exceed the diameter of the channel, but as a 
rule is chosen smaller. See col. 2, lines 61-68 of Ryska et al. 

Because Ryska et al. disclose a catalyst body structurally reading upon 
Applicants claimed "cell structure", the claim limitations regarding the characteristics 
and/or properties of said cell structure are considered inherently encompassed by 
Ryska et al. 

In view of these teachings, Ryska et al. anticipate claims 32-50. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Hailey whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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1369. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays, from 7:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jenry Lorengo, can be reached on (571 ) 272-1233. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group 1700 Receptionist, whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-1700. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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